
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING –DECEMBER 15, 2016 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 

 

 Student Representative to the School Committee (SC), Sydnee Villa, reported on academic, school 

spirit, athletic and extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

 The Walpole Porkers Field Hockey Team was present and recognized for their outstanding season 

culminating as State Champions. The Porkers 22-0-2 season led to the 12th State Title. Coach Marianne 

Murphy talked about the strong determination, work and perseverance of all the players.  The Captains 

shared the positive aspect of the learning experience. 

 The SC unanimously approved four self-funded out-of-state field trips for Old Post Road Hot Hoppers 

jump rope team.  

 The SC unanimously approved WHS students to travel to Killington, VT and/or Waterville, NJ for self-

funded ski trips in January, February and/or March.  

 The Full-Day Kindergarten (FDK) Task Force reported their findings to the SC on the feasibility of 

FDK for all students.  They presented a tremendous amount of research regarding FDK. They spoke 

about the social/emotional and academic advantages of full-day when compared to half-day 

Kindergarten.  The Task Force recommended a three year financial plan.   

o Three members of the Finance Committee expressed their concerns with respect to funding the 

plan. 

o The SC thanked all participants for taking the initiative and the incredible amount of research 

and time contributed.  Principal Duggan was also thanked for chairing this Task Force. 

 Jeff Sun, of Sun Associates, spent many hours in the District collecting and analyzing data with regard 

to Walpole Public Schools (WPS) use of digital learning technologies to support teaching and learning.  

The data collection methodology consisted of observations, surveys and focus groups.  Mr. Sun 

discussed the findings and recommendations for WPS to facilitate 21st Century learning.  

o Special thanks to Principal Bill Hahn for chairing the Digital Learning Task Force. 

 Principal Brendan Dearborn gave an update of the Strategic Plan Goal 3. Goal 3 is as follows: 

3. To build family and community support and engagement through effective communication with 

multiple opportunities for involvement in the school and town programs. 

3.1 Provide easily accessible information about the Walpole Public Schools to the citizens of 

Walpole. 

3.2 Involve students in the process of constant improvement of and support for the Walpole 

Public Schools. 

3.3 Create a more inclusive community for all families to access the variety of programs, 

activities, fundraisers and events across the entire district. 

 School Business Administrator, Mr. Mike Friscia, shared the School Department capital projects list for 

the 2017-2018 School Year.  

 The SC unanimously voted to approve the disposal or sale of obsolete property. All proceeds would 

revert to the Town General Fund. 

 Dr. Lynch reported on the Fales, Leach, Rogers and Kunde Scholarships awarded to applicants. 

 Dr. Lynch indicated the WPS Strategic Plan Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 9, 2017 at the 

Walpole Public Library.  Each year the Strategic Plan group meets to define the mission, vision, guiding 

beliefs, goals and objectives for the District for the next three to five years.  The participation of SC, 

Administration, teachers, Town Department Heads, parents, community members and students is a key 

factor to the success of the Strategic Plan. 

 The next SC Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 12, 2017. 


